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A Message from the Director 
 

Our second year in the Henri and Eleonore Theil Research Center 
has been quieter than the first, when we were occupied with getting 
settled and with the dedication ceremony described in last year’s annual 
report. Members of the Van Raalte Institute maintain active research 
programs, which can be expected to lead to publications in the coming 
year or two. Individual reports appear later in this report. The daily 
interaction with each other and with visiting research fellows provides 
intellectual stimulation and good fellowship. 

 
Visiting Research Fellows Program 

 
Since launching the Visiting Research Fellows Program in 2003, we 

have brought in two fellows each year. In the past year, we have had two 
commuting scholars. Dr. James A. De Jong, President and Professor of 
Historical Theology, Emeritus, Calvin Theological Seminary, was here 
in Fall Semester 2005. He worked on a history of relations between the 
Reformed Church in America and the Christian Reformed Church over 
the past one hundred fifty years. Dr. Lynn Winkels Japinga, Associate 
Professor of Religion at Hope College, joined us as Scholar-in-Residence 
during the Spring Semester. Her appointment continues through her 
sabbatical during the academic year 2006-07. She is completing a book 
on the recent history of the Reformed Church in America.  
 

During the past academic year, we have also brought in two fellows 
on short-term fellowships. One of them is a veteran scholar near the end 
of his teaching career; the other is a doctoral candidate anticipating a 
career in his chosen field. Professor J. I. Vorst, Economics and Labour & 
Workplace Studies, University College, University of Manitoba, 
Winnipeg, joined us as a Visiting Research Fellow for two weeks in 
March. We invited him to undertake a preliminary review and 
assessment of the archival files of Dr. Henri Theil because he was ideally 
suited to the task. A former student of Dr. Theil, Professor Vorst had also 
served as a research assistant to Dr. Theil. During his long tenure at the 
University of Manitoba, he has taught and published in the field of 
econometrics and economic history, so he understands the significance of 
Dr. Theil’s pioneering work in econometrics. Professor Vorst prepared 
an inventory of the Theil archive and helped make it more readily 
accessible to scholars. It is our hope that he will return next year to begin 
work on the materials themselves. 
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Three Generations of Scholars: 
Enne Koops, Bob Swierenga, 

and Hans Krabbendam 

We also awarded a short-term visiting research fellowship to a 
doctoral student, Enne Koops, who came 
to us for three weeks in June 2006 from 
the Roosevelt Study Center in 
Middelburg, the Netherlands, to conduct 
research for his doctoral dissertation on 
the emigration of Dutch Calvinists to 
North America during the period 1946-
1963. Mr. Koops has been working 
under the supervision of Dr. Hans 

Krabbendam, our very first Visiting Research Fellow. 
 

Netherland-America Foundation  
Visiting Research Fellowship 

 
In March 2006, we received word from the Netherland-America 

Foundation (NAF) that they had awarded the Institute a grant of $10,000 
to support the establishment of the Netherland-America Foundation 
Visiting Research Fellowship. With this grant, we hope to strengthen 
international understanding and collaboration by bringing Dutch scholars 
to the Institute annually.  
 

On 10 May 2006, a delegation from NAF came to the Theil 
Research Center to present the first installment of this three-year grant. 
During a brief ceremony, NAF Trustee Jan J. H. Joosten, Chair of the 
NAF Education Committee, presented a check for $5,000 to President 
James E. Bultman. Also in attendance were trustees Theodore Prudon 
and Fred G. Peelen and NAF Executive Director Joan C. Kuyper. We are 
deeply grateful to the NAF for underwriting this expansion of our 
visiting research fellows program and for allowing us to name this new 
fellowship in their honor. 
 

Dr. Jan Peter Verhave, a 
biomedical researcher and esteemed 
parasitologist from Radboud 
University Medical Center, 
Nijmegen, the Netherlands, has 
been appointed as the first NAF 
Visiting Research Fellow. His 

research project is entitled “Health and disease among Dutch immigrants 
in the 19th century.” He is an authority on the history of malaria and 
tropical diseases, with many publications on the topic. He has also 
published a book and significant articles on church history and, with his 







 

 5

 
Theil Research Center Displays Artifacts  

from the Van Raalte Home 
 

In April 2006, Western Theological Seminary assigned custody of 
Victorian furniture from the home and family of the late Reverend 
Albertus C. Van Raalte, D.D., to the A. C. Van Raalte Institute. WTS 
retains ownership in perpetuity, but is making these important artifacts 
available for permanent display in the Theil Research Center. Included in 
the agreement are a Victorian sofa, two upholstered Victorian chairs, and 
one upholstered Victorian footstool. The sofa had assuredly been the 
possession of Albertus and Christina Van Raalte, but the vintage of the 
other items has been disputed by Joel Lefever, President of the Holland 
Historic Trust and Holland Museum, who is an acknowledged expert on 
furniture. Information about the gift of these items comes from the WTS 
files in the Joint Archives of Holland and from more recent 
correspondence.  

c
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Peter Huizenga and Jack Nyenhius unveil restored Van Raalte Portrait 

When the Van Raalte Institute moved to its then-new quarters on 
Eighth Street in 1996, Founding Director Elton J. Bruins brought the 8 441.10198 446.62158 541999 re
f
393.06.042s1e1A1 544.61989 Tm
(Eighth S)Tj
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 [In 1847] Van Raalte met Isaac and Ann Fairbanks, and the Reverend 
George Smith and his wife Arvilla. Both of the men were employed by the 
federal government: Fairbanks as government agent for the Indians to assist 
them with farming and to serve as an interpreter, and Smith as a missionary. . . . 
Eventually the Smiths moved with many of the Indians in the Holland area to 
Grand Traverse Bay, for the reason that “the Hollanders were good men, but 
that they would clear up the land and conditions would be unfavorable for the 
Indians and their mode of life [and therefore] they would better take it good 
naturedly and find another place because the Hollanders had come to stay.” 

 
From Albertus C. Van Raalte: Dutch Leader and American Patriot by Jeanne C. 

Jacobson, Elton J. Bruins, and Larry J. Wagenaar (1996), 34, 37. 
 

 
The book, co-authored with William Van Appledorn, is now in the 

final stages of writing. The tentative title is: Chronicles of Rev. George 
N. and Arvilla Powers Smith: Missionary Teachers of Chief Wakazoo’s 
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The Minister vs. the Mobsters 
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government—Nick Hendrikse as town clerk and librarian, and Siebert Karsen as 
president of the town Parent Teacher Association. Hendrikse, a former principal 
of Timothy Christian School, was an elder and vice president of the consistory, 
and Karsen was superintendent of the Sunday school. These men and other 
activists in the congregation steered their willing pastor to join the Cicero 
Ministerial Association (CMA) and by 1948 Masselink was its president. The 
crusade of the Association to take Cicero back from mob racketeering is what 
sparked the conflict that led Masselink to fear for his life.  

The suburb of Cicero began as a quiet, leafy suburb for upwardly 
mobile Chicagoans. The town was incorporated and chartered in 1869 and the 
truck farms quickly gave way to brick bungalows with tree-lined sidewalks and 
backyard gardens. . . . Most of the “white ethnics” had fled from the encroaching 
African-American slums on Chicago’s Old West Side, and they valued their 
bungalows and two-flats above all else. “My home is my God,” said a Bohemian 
in all seriousness, as he vowed to keep blacks out of Cicero. As the industries 
and their union workforce expanded, Cicero’s economy prospered and taxes on 
factory equipment and payrolls swelled the city coffers far above local needs. 
This bonanza attracted the mob. . . . During National Prohibition in the 1920s, 
powerful Chicago vice families—the Jake Guzik-Ricco-Al Capone Syndicate--
opened speakeasies, gambling halls, horse racing tracks, and houses of 
prostitution, to rake in the easy graft. Saloons were at the heart of the vice and in 
their backrooms the mob ran the numbers games, bootlegging, and prostitution. 
To obtain the necessary legal “cover” for the ubiquitous graft, the mob put 
Cicero politicians “on the payroll,” so to speak. Al Capone made his 
headquarters in the steel-armored, bombproof Hawthorne Hotel on Twenty-
Second Street near the Hawthorne Works. 

In the 1924 municipal election, Capone gained control of the entire 
town. . . . How did the average “Joe Citizen” react to this travesty? Look the 
other way. Norbert Blei, who chronicled life in Cicero in these years, said it 
best: “Yes, Capone ruled Cicero. But the locals ‘never saw, or pretended not to 
see,’ what was going on under their very eyes. Even when the city newspaper, 
the Cicero Life, did acknowledge the ‘dark action,’ who cared? . . . Sometimes it 
was impossible to look the other way.” In 1926 Sieb Karsen’s fiancé, the 
nineteen-year-old Margaret VanderBerg, while at work as a secretary for a 
roofing company on Twenty-Second St., almost took a bullet from Capone 
mobsters. Her company was located next door to a local barbershop and mob 
hangout. One day VanderBerg looked outside and happened to see Capone’s 
gang coming down the street in a black car with guns poking out the windows. 
She dove under her desk as the thugs began iring. The target was a rival mobster 
sitting in the barber’s chair near the front window getting a haircut. The hail of 
bullets missed the intended target but killed another customer. 

When the firing stopped, Margaret crawled out from under her desk 
happy to be alive. After her marriage the next year, Karsen insisted that she quit 
her job, which she agreed to do. 

 . . . This was the state of affairs that masselink, his associate the  
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Rev. William McCarrell of the large Cicero Bible Church, and the Cicero 
Ministerial Association, which included every Protestant minister in town, were 
determined to end. In a quick stroke, the Association put up a reform candidate 
in the April 1948 local election and then went door to door during the campaign. 
Some 33,000 citizens turned out and, lo and behold, John Stoffel, the son of a 
former town clerk and scion of an old Czechoslovakian (Bohemian) family with 
a reputation for honesty, won the office of town president and ousted the mob 
front man. On the night of April 16 that Stoffel was sworn as president in front 
of the town board, he announced the naming of Joseph Horejs, a fellow Czech, 
as chief of police, with orders to enforce town laws for tavern closing hours and 
state laws banning gambling houses. With reporters on hand from Cicero and 
Chicago newspapers, the flummoxed trustees found themselves “exposed” and 
they approved a formal motion to endorse the new mayor’s actions. The 
reformers went home, satisfied that the town government had been redeemed. 
How wrong they were!  

. . . Masselink paid a personal price for leading the crusade to save 
Cicero. He and his family were harassed and threatened with physical harm by 
the mob. But he never lost the esteem of his congregation, although some 
members might have had misgivings about their activist pastor, believing 
strongly that politics should be keep out of the pulpit, or in this case, the manse. 
Others grumbled about the name of the church being dragged into the public eye 
in the frequent newspaper reports about the political battles of their pastor. Yet 
others thought the ministerial reform campaign was hopeless, a waste of time, 
and a distraction from more important “church business.” A year after the 
crusade collapsed in disarray, Masselink accepted the call of the Twelfth Street 
CRC of Grand Rapids and quietly left town. One might think that he departed, 
shaking the dust of Cicero off his feet, but he and Clazina testified later that their 
seven years in Cicero were happy ones, even if they were far from tranquil.  
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Getting to know them: Sketches of Those 
Mentioned in Handwritten 19th Century 

Holland Classis Minutes 
 Dr. Kennedy reports 

 
Since my last annual report, I have continued annotating the minutes 

of the Classis of Holland (Reformed Church in America), 1848 to 1876, 
which was the era of Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte, the founder of 
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generally with their dates, origins, families, occupations, and church 
affiliations in the Netherlands and the USA, as well as the occasional 
anecdote. Also given are explanations of the events, ideas, issues, and 
general historical setting of these crucial formative years for the 
Midwestern RCA and the CRC, the former more Americanized than the 
latter, which has, on the whole, remained more “Dutch,” even to the 
present day.  
 

I continue to enjoy the daily camaraderie (e.g., jolly and informative 
coffee times) and professional support at the Van Raalte Institute, very 
much “a home away from home,” not to mention the help of the always 
willing staff of our good neighbors, the Joint Archives of Holland. The 
office my wife Nella, a part-time translator, and I are privileged to share 
is a delight. 
 

Outside the Institute, I continue t

m
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Noteworthy Annotations 
 Excerpted examples of Dr. Kennedy’s annotations  

of 19th century manuscript minutes of the Classis of Holland 
 
283 The appeal to “dear brothers and sisters” is striking, since it is one of only 
two times that “sisters” are mentioned in the whole of the Classis of Holland 
minutes between 1848 and 1876.  Women do appear in various places in the 
minutes but nowhere else as “sisters.”  “Brother” and “brethren” occur 
frequently.  Although women were full members of congregations, they did not 
have a vote and of course were not office bearers.  The reason for the inclusion 
of “sisters” in this appeal to South Holland is not evident.  Perhaps it was 
intended to underscore the importance of the matter, recognizing that women, 
although not enfranchised, could influence their husbands’ votes; it may also be 
that there was a large number of women in the South Holland church.   
   
442 Albert Jans Kroes (1819-1858 [or 1859]), a native of Het Bildt, Friesland, 
married Johanna Henderica Grevenstuk at Harlingen, Friesland, in 1847 and left 
the same year as a “Reformed” (gereformeerd) blacksmith for Michigan with his 
bride.  They had settled in Grand Rapids by1848 but very soon moved to 
Chicago, where they initially met for worship in the home of Herman van Zwoll 
and then opened their own house for the same purpose.  Albert Kroes was one of 
the seven who petitioned Van Raalte to organize a Chicago congregation, and 
he, Van Zwol, and Lucas van den Belt were its first elders (1853). He never 
represented the Chicago church at the Classis of Wisconsin meetings (beginning 
1854).  The Kroes family had returned to Michigan by December 1854, when 







 

 20



 

 21

“Gallia omnis in tres partes divisa est” 
Dr. Nyenhuis reports 

 
My time this past year was divided, like Gaul, into three parts: one 

part for the administration of the Institute, another for my various 
research projects, and the third for community service. 
  

 
President Bultman, Jack Nyenhuis,  

Fred G. Peelen 

The administration of the 
Institute included writing the 
grant proposal to the Netherland-
America Foundation described in 
my opening message. I 
represented the Institute and the 
College at the NAF Awards 
Dinner in Washington, D.C., on 
12 May 2006. Administering the 
Institute also involved 
arrangements with and for the 

four visiting fellows, as well as the normal duties that come with a small 
organization.  
 

My long-term research project, an architectural history of Hope 
College, has benefited from the work of two research assistants: Lauren 
Berka worked for me during 2005-2006 and has returned to assist me emcystpartk ofsummter

ingvolvesthe 
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My service to church and community consisted again primarily of 
service on the Board of Trustees of Calvin Theological Seminary and as 
chair of the Worship Planning Team at my home church, 14th Street 
Christian Reformed Church. I was re-elected as Vice Chair of the CTS 
Board. I also served as Co-Convener of the Hope College Retirees for 
the second year of my two-year term, helping to plan the program for 
five meetings a year, recruiting speakers, sending out notices of 
meetings, and the like. 
 

I remain grateful for the wonderful colleagues with whom I work at 
the Institute. I consider myself truly blessed to be able to work with them 
in the fulfillment of the mission of the Van Raalte Institute.  

 
Dinner with Visiting Scholars 
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Swierenga) 
 
“Pioneer Holland.”  Paper for Seniors Dinner, Bethel Christian Reformed 
Church, Zeeland, Michigan, 9 November 2005.  (Robert P. Swierenga) 
 
 “The Reformed Church in America: Its History, Nature, and 
Relationship to Hope College.”  Presentation at the workshop taught by 
Dr. Steve Bouma-Prediger for new Hope College faculty, 30 May 2006.  
(Elton J. Bruins) 
 
“Suffering and Survival: The Lives and Families of Three Women of 
Third Reformed Church, 1867-1901.”  Lecture for Women’s Ministries, 
Third Reformed Church, Holland, 3 April 2006.  (Elton J. Bruins) 
 
“A Touch of Dutch.”  Paper for YMCA Senior Executives, Holland, 2 
May 2006.  (Robert P. Swierenga) 
 

Interview 
 

Oral history interview with Eleonore Theil, 
25

in St. Augustine, Florida, for preservation in the 
Joint Archives of Holland, 6 March 2006.  
(Jacob E. Nyenhuis) 
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Applications Invited 
Visiting Research Fellows Programs for 

Academic Year 2007-08 
 

The Van Raalte Institute at Hope College invites applications from 
qualified scholars for a fellowship offered through the Visiting Research 
Fellows Program. Up to two fellowships per academic year, each for not 
more than ten weeks in duration, will be awarded. Stipend: Up to $2,500, 
at $250 per week.  
 
The Van Raalte Institute also invites applications from qualified scholars 
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Mission Statement 
A. C. Van Raalte Institute at Hope College 

 
    The A. C. Van Raalte Institute is a department of Hope College.  
Hence, its mission relates directly to and supports the mission of Hope 
College, an undergraduate liberal arts institution offering academic 
programs in the context of the historic Christian faith. The Institute is 
closely related to another department of Hope College, the Joint 
Archives of Holland. 
  

 The mission of the Institute is to honor the memory and the 
vision of the Reverend Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte, the found of Holland 
and Hope College, by studying his life and work. From this mission also 
is derived the scholarly investigation and publication of materials 
concerned with the immigration and the contributions of the Dutch and 
their descendants in the United States of America. Furthermore, the 
Institute is dedicated to the study of the history of all people who have 
comprised the community throughout its history. 
  

 The Institute derives its vision from a letter dated 27 November 
1846, by A. C. Van Raalte, written shortly after his party landed in New 
York. As he was headed westward, he declared, “I hope that a large 
colony can be established here in America which will focus its work on 
the Kingdom of God.” His vision also extended far beyond the 
boundaries of Holland, Michigan, to other colonies and immigrants 
throughout the United States. The bold Christian vision that he had for 
the church, education, and community continues to have an impact on 
the “colony” that he found on 9 February 1847, and on the college which 
he helped to establish fifteen years later. 
 

 The Institute carries out its educational mission not only through 
research and publication, but also through the sponsorship of lectures and 
presentations by its members and its invited guests. Through liaison with 


