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A Message from the Director

	 Greetings from all of us members of the Van Raalte Institute! We 
are pleased to present to you our annual accounting of the work of the 
Institute. This yearôs report documents the work not only of the resident 
members of the Institute, but also of a new group of honorary fellows, who 
will be introduced in a separate section. The Van Raalte Institute continues 
to be a very lively and active center of scholarship and publication.

	 Although I will provide a separate summary of my research activities, 
I will begin with a project that involved several of us.

Tena Huizenga Book Project

	 I am happy to report that this project 
was completed in record time and on 
schedule, exactly ýfteen months after the 
ýrst documents were delivered to the Van 
Raalte Institute by Peter H. Huizenga. 
Aunt Tena, Called to Serve: Journals and 
Letters of Tena A. Huizenga, Missionary 
Nurse to Nigeria was published by Wm. 
B. Eerdmans Publishing Company at 
the end of July 2009. Tena Huizenga 
represented the Christian Reformed 
Church as a missionary nurse in Lupwe, 
Nigeria, from 1937 to 1954, although she 
worked initially under the auspices of the 
Sudan United Mission.

	 This 976-page book is no. 63 in the Reformed Church in America 
Historical Series. I was joined by Robert Swierenga and Lauren M. 
Berka as co-editors. Some of you readers may recognize Lauren as one 
of our recent student research assistants. She began work in May 2008, 
immediately after graduation summa cum laude from Hope. Lauren 
transcribed all the journals and most of the correspondence, except for the 
letters written in Dutch, which were transcribed and translated by Nella 
Kennedy. She also produced a preliminary draft of the extensive glossary 
of names that appears as an appendix in the book.
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	 One of our previous visiting research fellows, Dr. Harry Boonstra, 
wrote two major essays for the book, a biography of Tena Huizenga and 
a history of CRC missions in Nigeria from its inception to the present. 
Mark Cook produced several ýne maps of Nigeria and the Benue Area 
where Aunt Tena worked. We also had the very able assistance of Karen 
G. Schakel as copyeditor.

	 Following the publication of Aunt Tena, Called to Serve, Bob 
Swierenga and I attended the Huizenga Family Reunion in August at Bay 
Harbor, Michigan, where we presented lectures on Aunt Tena and the 
editorial process.

Visiting Research Fellows Program

	 Since launching the Visiting Research Fellows Program in 2003, we 
have normally brought in two fellows each year. In 2006-07, however, we 
added a Netherland-America Foundation Visiting Research Fellowship, 
thanks to a grant from NAF (see next section).

	 David E. Zwart, a doctoral candidate in history at Western Michigan h M ἠ
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at the Free University in Amsterdam and Professor of the History of 
Reformed Protestantism at the Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Churches (liberated) at Kampen.  He also serves as the director at each 
school of a research institute for the history of (Reformed) Protestantism. 

	 Professor Harinck has published extensivelyðhis list of books, 
monographs, articles, and reviews ýlls sixteen pages of his curriculum 
vitae. Among them is an article in the Princeton Seminary Bulletin (2007), 
ñThe Position of the Church as Institute in Society: A Comparison between 
Bonhoeffer and Kuyper.ò  He has also served as one of the editors of the 
three-volume Bibliografie van Nederlandse Protestantse Periodieken.

	 During his fellowship at the Van Raalte Institute, he focused his 
research on Dr. Nicholas Martin Steffens, who taught at Hope College and 
Western Theological Seminary from 1884 to 1895 and again from 1903 to 
1912. Steffens also served pastorates at the First Reformed Church of both 
Zeeland and Holland, Michigan, and Orange City, Iowa. On 4 September 
2008, Dr. Harinck delivered his lecture, “Nicholas Steffens and Trans-
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Holland, Michigan.  As one of the founding fathers of the Secession of 
1834 in the Netherlands, Van Raalte was a leader and church organizer, 
serving as pastor of several churches and as president and clerk of Classis.  
He took this experience with him when he emigrated to the U.S.A., where 
he founded Holland in West Michigan in 1847.  

	 Dr. van den Broeke seeks to make an ecclesiological, church 
historical, and church political comparison of the Classis of Nieuwleusen/
Zwolle and the Classis of Ommen in the Netherlands with the Classis of 
Holland.  Questions addressed in his research are: What was the inþuence 
of Van Raalte in classis matters?  Did he bring his Dutch experience to the 
Holland Classis?  What was the church order basis of these classes?  Did 
Van Raalte institute the Classis of Holland?

	 Dr. van den Broeke is Assistant Professor of Religion, Law, and 
Society (including Church Polity) at the Vrije Universiteit (VU/Free 
University) of Amsterdam.  He also serves as pastor of the Protestant 
Church of Sint Pancras.  He has given numerous lectures on church order, 
classis, women in the church, and the Christian life, both in the U.S.A. 
and in the Netherlands. He received his doctorate in 2005 from the VU 
and was awarded the Albert A. Smith Fellowship at the New Brunswick 
Theological Seminary in New Jersey in 2007. 

	 He is scheduled to deliver his public address, “A. C. Van Raalte as a 
Churchman,” on 12 October.

	 In April and May 2010, we expect to welcome a second NAF VRF, 
Dr. Rein Nauta, Professor of Pastoral Psychology and Psychology of 
Religion at the Department of Religious Studies and Theology, Faculty 
of Humanities, University of Tilburg, the Netherlands. The theme of 
his research project is ñReligious Leadership and Cultural Change.ò He 
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Director of the Institute for Labour Studies, which he took with him to 
Utrecht. We look forward to having him in residence at the Institute during 
the ýrst week of November.

Appointment of Honorary Research Fellows

	 With the approval of Provost James N. Boelkins, we have appointed 
three former Visiting Research FellowsðDr. George Harinck, Dr. Hans 
Krabbendam, and Dr. J. P. Verhave—as Honorary Research Fellows at 
the Van Raalte Institute, effective in February 2009. They have an initial 
three-year appointment, with the mutual option of renewal.

	 Dr. Harinck’s academic afýliation is given above. Dr. Krabbendam 
has served since 1997 as Assistant Director of the Roosevelt Study 
Center, Middelburg, Zeeland, the Netherlands. He studied at both the Free 
University of Amsterdam (philosophy) and Leiden University, from which 
he received an M.A. degree in history (1988); he earned a second Masterôs 
degree (in immigration history) from Kent State University (1989), under 
the tutelage of Dr. Robert P. Swierenga. He was awarded a Ph.D. degree 
in 1995 by Leiden University: his dissertation, The Model Man: A Life of 
Edward William Bok, 1863-1930, was published at that time. He held a 
Fulbright Junior Scholarship in 1991 and was named a Salzburg Seminar 
Fellow in 2001. He is the author or editor of numerous books, including 
his Vrijheid in het Verschiet: Nederlandse Immigranten in Amerika, 1840-
1920 (ñFreedom on the Horizon: Dutch Immigrants in America, 1840-
1920ò), which was completed while he was at the Institute in 2003 as our 
ýrst Visiting Research Fellow; it is soon to appear in English translation as 
part of the RCA Historical Series. 

	 Dr. Verhave is retired from the Radboud University Medical Centre 
in Nijmegen, the Netherlands, where he was a microbiologist with a 
specialty in parasitology. Following his receipt of his masterôs degree at 
the Free University of Amsterdam, he went on to earn a Ph.D. in Medical 
Sciences, with a specialty in malaria, at the University of Nijmegen in 
1975. He then spent a postdoctoral year at the Naval Medical Research 
Institute in Bethesda, Maryland, before returning to Nijmegen to teach and 
conduct research.

	 He is a widely recognized authority on the history of malaria and tropical 
diseases, with over one hundred research publications in international 
professional journals on malaria alone. He has also been actively engaged 
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in the study of the history of medicine and led the history section of the 
Netherlands Society of Tropical Medicine and International Health. JP, as 
we affectionately call him, has broad interests, ranging from religious and 
social matters of nineteenth century Netherlands to church history to folk 
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In Memoriam:  Jeanne M. Jacobson

It is with deep sadness that we report 
the death of a long-time Senior Research 
Fellow, Dr. Jeanne McKee Jacobson, who 
passed away at her home in Sarasota, 
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	 On the occasion of the Jacobsonsô retirement in 1999, the Hope 
College Board of Trustees recognized their dedicated leadership and 
faithful service with the establishment of an endowed chair in their honor.

	 A memorial service, for the immediate family, was held on 16 
February in the Siesta Key Memorial Garden. It was conducted by Dr. 
Karl Kling, pastor of Bee Ridge Presbyterian Church, where Dr. Jacobson 
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Dedication

	     Each year since 2002, I have 
selected a person to whom the 
Annual Report will be dedicated. 
It is with great pleasure and high 
esteem that I dedicate the 2008-2009 
Annual Report to a dear friend and 
colleague, Dr. Donald J. Bruggink. 
The following quotation from a 
tribute that I wrote for a festschrift 
presented to him on the occasion of 
his eightieth birthday makes it clear 
that he is eminently deserving of this 
recognition.

    ñIf Don had published nothing more than the two books he 
wrote with his architect cousin Carl H. DroppersðChrist and 
Architecture (1965) and When Faith Takes Form: Contemporary 
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Dr. Bruggink Reports

	 This has been a banner year for the Historical Series with the 
publication of ýve hardcover books with a combined total of over 3,000 
pages, copy-edited, page-formatted, proofread, indexed, printed, bound, 
and ýnanced. All were published by the Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. of 
Grand Rapids and Cambridge, U.K.

	 First published was 
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	 The importance of the book lies in an accurate, ýrsthand chronicling 
of the gradual opening of the government to the church as it progressively 
allowed theological education to develop and þourish. In telling the story 
of theological education, insight is also given into the þourishing of 
Christianity in China.

	 A volume with which I had 
nothing to do except for its reception 
was Tools for Understanding: Essays 
in Honor of Donald J. Bruggink, 
edited by James Hart Brumm. The 
volume is a solid contribution to 
the history of the RCA. It includes a 
tribute to the recipient by the Director 
of the Van Raalte Institute, Dr. Jacob 
E. Nyenhuis.

	 Part 1 offers tools for 
understanding Western Seminary.  
Dr. Eugene Heideman traces the 
teaching of historical theology from 
its ýrst professor, Dosker, to that 
of Bruggink. Dr. George Brown 
Jr. chronicles the contributions of 
Westernôs ýrst woman professor, Elaine Lubbers. Mary L. Kansýeld gives 
us a glimpse into the lives of Hollandôs leading ladies through the ýve-year 
residence of Frances David Beardslee. Part 2 offers tools for understanding 
historiography.  Russell L. Gasero offers a history of the archives of the 
RCA, while Laurie Z. Baron offers a perception of the Historical Series of 
the RCA through the eyes of its copyeditor.  

	 Part 3 presents tools for understanding theological education. Dr. 
Norman J. Kansýeld gives the most thorough history extant of the ofýce 
of Professor of Theology, while Dr. John W. Coakley focuses on the role of 
John Henry Livingston as the ýrst Professor of Theology of the RCA. Dr. 
Dennis Voskuil offers an analysis of the tensions between the eastern and 
midwestern portions of the church to which the seminaries contributed.

	 Part 4 gives us tools for understanding Godôs church. Dr. J. Jeffery 
Tyler deals with the question as to whether diversity is a part of Godôs 
present and eschatological plan. Dr. Allan J. Janssen deals with the relation 
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of the church to the state.  James Hart Brumm offers a refreshing view of 
the role of aesthetics in Reformed worship. Dr. I. John Hesselink presents 
a re-examination of Calvin on the atonement.

	 The ýfth volume produced this year is Aunt Tena, Called to Serve: 
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	 The American Institute of Architects, through their subgroup the 
Interfaith Forum on Religion, Art, and Architecture, invited me to organize 
their conference in Rome 10-18 October 2008. Titled ñMasters of Light: A 
Study Tour of Sacred Architecture,ò I also acted as guide to churches old 
and new that were notable for their use of light to augment the religious 
experience. In addition to the participation of the famous architect Paolo 
Portoghesi, we were hosted by the American Academy of Rome. I also 
presented a paper on ñLight as a Metaphor of the Divine.ò An optional tour 
of Southern Italy and Sicily was offered 18-26 October.

	 ñBulgaria and Romania: Crossroads of Faith & Culture,ò 12-26 
June 2009, was initially planned in cooperation with the Center for 
Religious Architecture located in Chicago. Bulgaria and Romania were 
chosen because of their wide variety of functioning religious buildings: 
synagogues, mosques, and Orthodox, Uniate, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, 
Reformed, and Unitarian churches. With religious art and architecture as 
an avocation, planning, organizing, and presenting on tour was all very 
gratifying.



16





18

Dr. Kennedy Reports

	 As I compose my annual report, I 
realize that much of what I said in the 
2008 report still applies. As a result, 
some of the following is largely 
repetition. The present year has 
brought me slowly but surely closer 
to completing the major project that 
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ýrst, they saw themselves as simply returning to the status quo anteði.e., 
the time before the fateful union in 1850 of the Classis of Holland with the 
ñliberalò Reformed Protestant Dutch Church (the later RCA), centered in 
the East. Put otherwise, they thought that they were still tied umbilically 
to their mother, the Seceded Church in the Netherlands.  

	 Although the CRC commemorated its 150th birthday in 2007, a good 
case could be made that the celebration came a year too late, since, in 
retrospect, the handwriting was clearly on the wall in 1856 during the 
classical and congregational disputesðand some minor hemorrhaging 
of membershipðof that crucial and difýcult year. Because the classical 
minutes, composed by Clerk Van Raalte, were, understandably, very full 
for 1856 and the spring of 1857, I was only able to cover a year and a half 
in 2007-08, although I worked almost full time for about eight months 
on this project (my wife and I are away at least one quarter of each year, 
living in the Netherlands).  

	 During this past year (again working about eight months), I have 
ýnally ýnished annotating the minutes up to where I began nearly a decade 
ago, i.e., the middle of 1858. I also began revising and reýning my earliest 
work, to bring it up to the higher standard that I gradually developed in 
the intervening years, as I became more familiar with the Van Raalte era 
and the growing number of sources available for it.  In particular, I have 
been rounding out the vignettes of the persons appearing in the minutes, 
making greater (albeit discriminating) use of data increasingly accessible 
by means of the internet. By the middle of this year, I was nearly done 
with the personal sketches for the 1860s, and by early autumn I should 
ýnish these up to 1876. I then plan, as time allows, to review and to enrich 
the other annotations, particularly from the middle of 1858 up to around 
1870. That task should be completed during the following year, making 
the entire work ready for ýnal editorial revision and ultimate publication.

	 In addition to my principal work at the Van Raalte Institute, I do 
occasional ad hoc research for my colleagues there, as well as some 
(re)translation of Dutch documents. Outside the Institute, I continue to 
abstract the articles in the annual 
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Dr. Nyenhuis Reports

   My time this past year was concentrated 
most heavily on editingðalong with Bob 
Swierenga and Lauren BerkaðAunt Tena, 
Called to Serve: Journals and Letters of Tena 
A. Huizenga, Missionary Nurse to Nigeria 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 2009). As 
managing editor of this substantial work, I also 
devoted considerable time to administering 
the project in order to bring it to publication. 
The remainder of my time was taken up with 
the usual responsibilities of directing the 
Institute, along with squeezing in work on an 

occasional paper, a lecture, or service to church and community.

	 My long-term research project, an architectural history of Hope 
College, had to be put on hold during the editing of Aunt Tena, Called 
to Serve. I hope to take it up again in the coming academic year, with the 
help of two new research assistants. Thanks to one of these assistants, 
Kimberly A. Boyd (who joined us in March), I managed to make some 
progress on a third edition of Latin Via Ovid for Wayne State University 
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institutions. During that visit, I was able to spend some time with many of 
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Through reading Tenaôs journals and letters, we get a glimpse 
into the life of missionary communities in Africa and, speciýcally, 
Nigeria. She wrote about the challenges of learning the Hausa 
language in order to communicate effectively with the native 
population, the complexities of dealing with tribal differences and 
tribal rivalries, and the frustrations of handling conþict within the 
newly developing churches or within the mission compound. When 
Tena became more proýcient in Hausa, she began to intersperse 
Hausa words and phrases in her letters, especially to Jennie Stielstra 
(who was even more proýcient in Hausa, since she had lived there 
longer). . . .

The letters from Peter to Tena offer a remarkable testament to the 
love and dedication that he showed to his family. For a man who was 
extremely busy running a successful business, he was exceptionally 
faithful in writing to his sister. His letters are ýlled with stories 
about familyðboth his own immediate family and his extended  
familyðin whom he took great pride and delight. His letters are at 
times playful, witty, even poetic, at other times, simply chatty, but  
 
always warm and loving. He was not above sharing neighborhood 
and churchly gossip with his beloved sister, and he sometimes 
included harsh remarks about certain people, but his letters were 
overwhelmingly generous and kind. From his letters we therefore 
gain considerable insight into the subculture in which he lived and 
worked, as well as learning about the familyôs increasing prosperity 
due to his hard work and wise decisions. 

Source: Aunt Tena, Called to Serve: Journals and Letters of Tena A. 
Huizenga, Missionary Nurse to Nigeria, ed. Jacob E. Nyenhuis, Robert P. 
Swierenga, and Lauren M. Berka (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2009), xix, 
xx, xxx.
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ADJUNCT AND HONORARY STAFF

Dr. Ester reports

   It was another busy but highly interesting 
year. My Netherland-America Foundation 
(NAF) study was published by the Van Raalte 
InstituteðGrowing Up Dutch-American: 
Cultural Identity and the Formative Years of 
Older Dutch-Americans. I worked on a series of 
academic articles based on my NAF study. Two 
have already appeared, one in the Oral History 
Review and one in the 2009 winter issue of the 
Michigan Oral History Newsletter. Two articles 
are accepted for publication and will appear later 

in 2009 in Reformed Review and in the Dutch social science journal Religie en 
Samenleving (Religion and Society).

	 Together with VRI director Jack Nyenhuis, several papers on my NAF 
study were presented at international conferences, including the ñPeoples 
Conference: Ethnic and Racial Diversity in Michiganò of the Lewis Walker 
Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnic Relations, Western Michigan 
University (October 2008) and the seventeenth Biennial Conference of the 
Association for the Advancement of Dutch-American Studies (AADAS), 
Redeemer University College, Ancaster, Canada (June 2009). 

	 My AADAS study on the American experiences of return migrant 
Andries Wormser (ñóNothing but troubles, worries, and griefô: The 
American Disillusionment of Dutch Immigrant Andries Wormserò) 
was published in a book well edited by Robert P. Swierenga, Jacob E. 
Nyenhuis, and Nella Kennedy, Dutch-American Arts and Letters in 
Historical Perspective.  

	 My present VRI project is the American diary of Jacob Van Hinte (1889-
1948), author of the classic study on Dutch immigration Netherlanders 
in America: A Study of Emigration and Settlement in the Nineteenth and 
Twentieth Centuries in the United States of America. The diary was kept 
by Van Hinte during his 1921 study trip to America, written in Dutch. The 
40-page booklet, Naar Amerika (To America), describes his observations, 
experiences, and encounters during this voyage. The diary is crucial for the 
understanding of Van Hinteôs still pioneering study on Dutch immigration 
and settlement. This rare document, however, is still only available in 
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book Four Centuries of Dutch-American Relations, 1609-2009. The book 
was edited with RSC colleagues Kees van Minnen and Giles Scott Smith 
and underwritten by a number of sponsors. The Van Raalte Institute not 
only offered ýnancial support, but also scholarship: Robert Swierenga and 
Michael Douma contributed essays. We are proud of the product but also 
rejoice about the mutually proýtable cooperation of the VRI and RSC.
 
	 My speciýc contribution to this collection of ninety essays covering 
the political, economic, social, and cultural aspects of Dutch-American 
relations was tracking down the American religious impact on the 
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connections to America. The presentation coincided with the visit of one 
of Henry Witteôs tour groups in the city of Middelburg, which inaugurated 
these walks. The regional media covered this remarkable event. Another 
highlight was the joint concert of the Holland (Mich.) American Legion 
Band and the Middelburgs Muziek Korps on 10 June in Middelburgôs 
concert hall, which I helped to organize.

	 In addition, I wrote articles about the American consular agent in 
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Publications

Abstracts of all articles in Archiv für Reformationsgeschichte 2008 for 
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Growing Up Dutch-American: Cultural 
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in Historical Perspective, ed. Robert P. Swierenga, Jacob E. Nyenhuis, and  
Nella Kennedy, 107-25. Holland, Mich.: Van Raalte Press, 2008.  (Peter Ester)
 
ñObama, h®t fenomeen,ò Nederlands Dagblad, 6 September 2008.  
(George Harinck)

Old Wing Mission: Cultural Interchange as Chronicled by George and 
Arvilla Smith in Their Work with Chief Wakazoo’s Ottawa Band on 
the West Michigan Frontier, ed. Robert P. Swierenga and William Van 
Appledorn. Historical Series of the Reformed Church in America, no. 58. 
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008.  (Robert P. Swierenga)

ñPaul De Kruif: Medical Conscience of America.ò In Dutch-American 
Arts and Letters in Historical Perspective, ed. Robert P. Swierenga, Jacob 
E. Nyenhuis, and Nella Kennedy, 191-202. Holland, Mich.: Van Raalte 
Press 2008.  (Jan Peter Verhave)

ñDe Pelgrim Fathers.ò In Het Gereformeerde Geheugen: Protestantse 
herinneringschulturer in Nederland, 1850-1960, ed. George Harinck, Herman 
Paul, and Bart Wallet. Amsterdam: Bert Bakker, 2009.  (Hans Krabbendam)
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Church.ò Lecture on 4 September 2008, Maas Auditorium, Hope College.  
(George Harinck)

ñOld Wing Mission: Rev. George and Arvilla Smith, Chief Wakazooôs Ottawa 
Indian Band, and the Dutch.ò Lecture for the Zeeland Historical Society, 9 
September 2008. Similar lectures for Hope College History Department 
Colloquium Series, 18 September 2008; Hope Academy for Senior 
Professionals, 4 and 11 December 2008; Graafschap Christian Reformed 
Church Adult Education, 18 January 2009; La Grave (Grand Rapids) Christian 
Reformed Church Senior Group, 12 February 2009; XYZ Seniors, Christ 
Memorial Church, Holland, 19 May 2009; Summer Enrichment Series, Oak 
Crest Manor, Holland, 15 June 2009.  (Robert P. Swierenga)
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VRI Visiting Research Fellows Program
Lecture Series

Inaugural Lecture ï 18 September 2003



Applications Invited
Visiting Research Fellows Programs for

Academic Year 2010-11

The Van Raalte Institute at Hope College invites applications from 
qualiýed scholars for a fellowship offered through the Visiting Research 
Fellows Program. Up to two fellowships per academic year, each for 
not more than ten weeks in duration, will be awarded. Stipend: Up to 
$3,000, at $300 per week. 

The Netherland-America Foundation Visiting Research Fellowship 
was established by a grant in 2006 from the Netherland-America 
Foundation.  The goal of this fellowship is to promote international 
linkage between the Netherlands and the U.S.A. in order to enhance 
mutual understanding and respect.  

Criteria for Selection: 
Proposals for support must demonstrate that the proposed research 
ýts the Mission Statement of the Institute (p. 36), that the scholar is 
qualiýed to conduct such research, and that the resources of the Institute 
and that of the Joint Archives of Holland are essential to the conduct 
of that research. A current curriculum vitae should be submitted with 
the application. The NAF Fellowship is intended solely for respected 
scholars from the Netherlands.

Application Process and Deadline: 
The candidate is to submit a written application no later than 15 January 
2010 via e-mail, fax, or post. Further information about expectations, 
arrangements, and the application process may be obtained by 
contacting the Van Raalte Institute at <vanraalte@hope.edu> or from 
our website at <http://www.hope.edu/vri/>.
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Mission Statement
A. C. Van Raalte Institute at Hope College

     The A. C. Van Raalte Institute is a department of Hope College.  
Hence, its mission relates directly to and supports the mission of 
Hope College, an undergraduate liberal arts institution offering 
academic programs in the context of the historic Christian faith. The 
Institute is closely related to another department of Hope College, 
the Joint Archives of Holland.

    The mission of the Institute is to honor the memory and the vision 
of the Reverend Dr. Albertus C. Van Raalte, the founder of Holland, 
by studying his life and work. From this mission also is derived 
the scholarly investigation and publication of materials concerned 


